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SATURDAY 8th APRIL 1995 
Kick-off 3.00pm 

REFEREE A. ROWDEN (RFU / Berkshire) 
TOUCH JUDGES 

N. D. COUSINS (RFU) L. K. NEWCOMBE (RFU) 
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MATCH BALL SPONSOR 

FRIENDS PROVIDENT 
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vvtb I HAFT I LEPOOL'S second visit 
to the Courage First Division has 
proved more successful than the first, 
with the likelihood that one more win 
from their remaining games will see 
them safe. 
West began in Division Three when 
the League structure started and 
finished second in thefirst year, when 
there was no promotion. They then 
seemed to inevitably finish third 
before winning the Third Division in 
1990/91 season. 
They immediately made progress 
finishing second to London Scottish 
on points difference to go into the 
First Division. After a poor start to 
that 1992/93 season, they won 
successive away games at 
Gloucester (21-6) and London 
Scottish. However their third win was 
on the last game of the season, 39 -
15 against Orrell. It was the 
restructuring season and West were 
one of the four relegated. 
Last year they led the League from 
the start only to once again lose the 
title on points difference to Sale. 
However the prize was won — the 
First Division. Their early season 

success at Horne tu vvabps, a game 
shown live on Sky opened a few eyes 
and in general in the first half of the 
season, the fitness work done 
throughout the summer proved 
valuable. However there was only 
one more win, 47-11 against Bristol. 
Bath however were more than a little 
fortunate to come away from the 
North East with a 20 - 18 win. 
In November, Derrick Patterson 
became the first player to play 
international rugby while a West 
player since 1908. His debut was in 
the Scotland v South Africa game. 
Subsequently Rob Wainwright has 
appeared in five matches for Scotland 
and captained the Barbarians at Bath 
early this season. 
Since Christmas, West have two 
League wins, against Gloucester and 
Harlequins and a draw at Orrell. Now 
without their Scottish internationals 
due to the World Cup, they face Sale 
and Northampton at Brierton Lane 
and return to the South West to play 
Bristol in their remaining three League 
games after today. 
STEVE SMITH 
West Hartlepool 
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