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Vete-dote 

WELCOME TO WEST HARTLEPOOL 
The confidence born of a fine second half 
performance, and a determined defensive 
display in the first forty minutes of their 
season opener against Bath is difficult to 
maintain as defeat has followed defeat for 
West in this season's Courage League. The 
mid season break cannot come quickly 
enough. 

Bath's 20-15 win at Brierton Lane was as 
close as the 20-18 success of the previous 
season. West's problem however has 
generally been "on the road". Last season, 
West had two wins in the first half of the 
campaign, both at home. A draw at Orrell 
followed in the New Year, followed by four 
wins, the solitary away win being at Bristol, 
thereby completing the double and 
ensuring survival. 

This year, despite a good performance in 
defeat at Harlequins the away form has 
looked unconvincing. Defeat at Saracens 
31- 30 despite scoring four tries to one 
was a major blow and the following two 
games, both realistic chances of wins, 
produced the kind of performances that 
have made West relegation favourites. 
"Fortress Brierton" has been breached four 
times. Leicester won 19-12 in another 
close game, but an 80 metre interception 
try into the wind by Paul Holford gave 
Gloucester victory in a genuine four pointer 
and two weeks ago, Sale's new found 
confidence proved too much for West. 
There were many good signs last week in 

the abandoned game at Wasps, and a 
continuation of such form would be most 
welcome. 

Rob Wainwright is the new Scottish 
skipper, Tim Stimpson, rapidly rising in the 
full back ranks, the new Club Captain after 
the retirement of Phil Lancaster after 95 
League games. 
This is only West's second appearance in 
front of the Sky cameras. The first was on 
the third weekend of last season when the 
"live" action required a boost. Bath v 
Bristol was hardly a classic and Leicester's 
6-0 win at Orrell had Sky asking 
themselves what they had bought. Wasps 
had already scored over 100 points in their 
opening two games but they were unable 
to match West's spirit. Viewers saw a tense 
and exciting encounter, West winning 20-
15, two tries apiece, several errors in the 
wet and windy weather that many feel 
typifies the North-east Coast, but excellent 
television. 

West have a determination to establish 
themselves in the First division. That is 
borne out of their attempts to recruit 
quality. Mark Ring embodies the quality 
and experience that Paul Turner has 
brought to sale, putting them on the map 
after a period of being just one of a bunch 
of northern clubs below the national elite. If 
Mark comes to the North east he will find a 
willing and eager audience! 
STEVE SMITH WHRFC Press Officer 
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