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Today, 8th October 1994 is but two days 
after the 6th October when Bath beat Exeter 
at the Rec and Wasps are honoured and 
privileged to be Bath's opponents at the Rec 
on this famous Anniversary a mere 100 
years on. 
However Wasps pleasure in celebrating this 
Centenary with you, stops short of repeating 
the result and the pleas of our Committee 
and myself to the Team to show generosity 
by letting Bath win, have fallen on very deaf 
ears! Mind you since leagues began in 1987, 
Wasps have never had any intention of letting 
Bath win, whatsoever, but unfortunately you 
have done so moretimesthan we have liked! 
Our games, whether at the Rec or Sudbury 
(and twice in Cup Finals at Twickenham) 
have always been stirring contests of a 
competitive kind, not unlike those between 
Russia and Germany in the early 1940s! 
More recently there have sadly been a 
number of occasions when 30 confused 
players and 8000 disappointed spectators 
have suffered refereeing aberrations, which 

in one case effectively decided the outcome 
of the League. No doubt Mr Murray of 
Scotland will not be unaware of this 
unfortunate history and will ensure that on 
this day, not only will the better side win, but 
above all the players and spectators will be 
allowed to enjoy themselves. 

Just recalling past playerconfrontations such 
as: Hill v Melville or Bates, Sole v Probyn, 
Halliday v Simms, Bailey v Swift, Emeruwa v 
Hall, TheJudge v Coochie, Guscott v Clough 
- all such wonderful players, brings us to 
contemplate the fascinating pairings we can 
anticipate today ... Redman v Hadley, Ryan 
v Hall, Clarke v Dallaglio, Hopleyv de Glanville 
but sadly, no longer, Andrew v Barnes, whose 
new biographies will, I suspect, reflect their 
different life styles, as did their play. 

What a feast to look forward to, and as Jane 
Austen once said:- 

"Who can ever be tired of Bath" 

John Gasson 
Press Officer Wasps Football Club 
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