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REFEREE J. rlrarson (RFU) 
TOUCH 1UDGES 

R. G. Beaumont (RFU) 
C. Lucke, (RFU) 

TODAY'S MATC'-I SPONSORS 
SWh B 

MATCH BALL SPONSOR 
FRIENDS PROVIDENT 
Pictures courtesy Df ALLSPORT 

0- INTERNATIONAL 0- BRITISH LIONS 
0- A INTERNATIONAL 

LUCOZADE IS THE OFFICIAL DRINK OF BATH F.C. 

BATH 
COLOURS: BLUE - WHITE & BLACK 
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T. UNDERWOOD 0 
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R. UNDERWOOD 0 
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As it is 100 years of "Rugby on the Rec" I 
offer some historical notes on Leicester. 

Leicester Football Club were formed on 3rd 
August 1880 at the George Hotel in the 
Haymarket, Leicester. Our first match 
followed on 23rd October at home to 
Moseley ending in a nil-nil draw. 
On 10th September 1892 the first game was 
played at Welford Road against a 
Leicestershire XV (won 17-0). 

The original club colours were black, but by 
1885 these had given way to chocolate and 
yellow stripes which almost certainly is the 
origin of the famous Tiger nickname. It is 
hard to be sure because of the connection 
we had already established with the officers 
of the Leicestershire Regiment, whose own 
sobriquet was Tigers. However, if the name 
stuck then the shirt did not, for we changed 
to claret and French grey and then to scarlet, 
green and white stripes (hoops followed in 

1895) which, though there was a hiatus in 
the early 1900's when we wore white, proved 
to be the most enduring of them all. 

The numbering of players in international 
matches was first adopted on a regular 
basis in 1920/21, the Leicester forwards 
first regularly wore letters in the 1926/27 
season. A report in The Birmingham Post on 
the 6th October 1926 of the match 
coincidentally against Bath, stated that 
"Leicester's forwards were picked out easily 
as their jerseys were decorated with large 
bold letters - A to G." Lettering was by 
1931/32 extended to cover the whole team, 
however the policy for other clubs changed, 
some which had originally worn letters 
throughout with one eccentric exception, 
the number-eight forward wears "G", and 
the usual number seven wears "H"! 

Stuart Farmer 
Press Co-ordinator - Leicester Football Club 
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