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Jon Callard Capt. 

Simon Geoghegan 

Phil de Glanville 

Matt Perry 

Adedayo Adebayo 

Mike Catt 

Ricky Pellow 

Dave Hilton 

Mark Regan 

Chris Horsman 

Martin Haag 

Nigel Redman 

Russell Earnshaw 

Richard Webster 

Steve Ojomoh 

PLAYER 

Charlie Harrison 

Andy Long 

John Mallet 

Rich Butland 

Jon Sleightholme 

Dan Lyle 

Victor Ubogu 

Graeme Aitchison 

Scott Nichol 

Tony Stanger 

Craig Chalmers 

Michael Dods 

Scott Welsh 

Bryan Redpath Capt. 

Peter Wright 

Jim Hay 

Steven Ferguson 

Robbie Brown 

lain Fullarton 

Craig Redpath 

Carl Hogg 

Adam Roxburgh 

lain Fairley 

Mark Moncrieff 

Steven Brotherstone 

Neil Mclroy 

Milian Browne 

Ronnie Kirkpatrick 

Ian Elliot 
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IN LOSING to Bath and Pontypridd, the 

Scottish Borders Reivers surpassed 

themselves. 

To explain, if anyone had suggested to a Borders 
rugby supporter that this new district side could hold 
Bath to a 19-14 lead and be in with a chance of 
winning, and then just miss out on victory to the 
Welsh league champions by seven points, in real, no-
nonsense competitive matches, a visit to the local 
doctor would likely have been recommended. 

In an attempt to brush off the common perception that 
Scots are pessimistic by nature, I must add that the 
reason for such scepticism lay in the newness of the 
team. The "Reivers" only came into being earlier this 
year after the SRU won a majority vote from the 
country's clubs to press on with district teams in Europe. 

A clutch of top Scottish clubs, spearheaded by Melrose 
and Watsonians, were appalled by the SRU's plan to 
'deprive' them of European competition on the 
grounds that the clubs were too small and lacked the 
resources, financial and playing, to compete with clubs 
such as Bath. 

The argument became heated, and at times an ugly 
one, and the performance of Scots districts in their 
first year of European competition, last season, only 
seemed to confirm what Melrose were shouting -
'districts are no better, and could be worse, than clubs 
in Europe'. 

However, to take Borders as an example, the squad was 
selected 10 days prior to their first European match and 
the players - still in various forms of full time 
employment which did not include rugby - had just 
three training sessions together before facing Pau. They 
were hammered 85-28 in the sunny South of France. 

A gutsy win over Llanelli briefly raised spirits but 
subsequent defeats to Leicester and Leinster had Borders 
supporters eager to see the back of the new hybrid 
district team and return to league - and club - action. 

Jim Telfer shrugged off any doubts and maintained 
that the only way forward for Scottish rugby was to 
have the top 100 players in the country playing,  
against the best in England, Wales, Ireland and France, 
crucially adding that he believed wins and success 
would come in time. 

The Borders moved swiftly to appoint two top 
coaches in the country, Rob Moffat of Melrose and 
Peter Gallagher from Watsonians, to head their 
team, and recruited Western Province fitness coach -
and South African Champion! - Phil Mack. The 
switch to full-time rugby, and increase from one 
week to six weeks preparation time prior to the 
European Cup has also helped the Borders. 

The campaign however began on a similar note with 
a heavy defeat in the South of France, this time to 
European Cup holders Brive. Put simply, the Reivers 
froze in their first outing and made mistakes they 
would not expect from schoolboys. A defeat may 
have resulted anyway, but the cause of greatest 
frustration was knowing that the Borders had not 
yet begun to play. 

Bath were next up, at Hawick's Mansfield Park, and 
here the Reivers regained their pride. At 19-14 
down they were right in the game, however, a string 
of costly errors helped Bath find their awe-inspiring 
rhythm. Although Bath were missing key men, most 
notably Jeremy Guscott and leuan Evans, their 
inherent professionalism meant there was no 
coming back for the hosts. 

Prior to the game talk in Borders (whispered of 
course) was of another drubbing. Such pessimism 
subsided afterwards. 

Confidence regained, a win was now needed and 
Pontypridd were the targets. On a delightful 
autumn evening in Kelso, the Borders continued 
where they left off against Bath with a quick, in-
your-face style of running rugby which had the 
Welshman on the rack. However, once again, a 20 
minute period of carelessness was leapt on by Ponty 
and despite a stirring fightback the Borders 
succumbed 23-16. 

The performance reiterated growing belief amongst 
both the Borders players themselves, and the 
support, that our home-grown talent can compete 
with some of England and Wales' finest, if not yet 
for the entire 80 minutes - a thought rarely 
considered openly a month ago. 

Starting today at the Rec, however, it is with greater 
sense of anticipation that we watch and hope that 
these players can take their improvement one step 
further - and win. 
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