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PLAYER 

Jon Callard 

Ieuan Evans 

Phil de Glanville 

Matt Perry 

Adedayo Adebayo 

Rich Butland 

Andy Nicol Capt. 

Dave Hilton 

Mark Regan 

Victor Ubogu 

Martin Haag 

Nigel Redman 

Russell Earnshaw 

Nathan Thomas 

Richard Bryan 
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BRITISH CAR CONTRACTS 
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REFEREE 

Jon Pearson 
PLAYER  

PLAYER 	No. 

Conor O'Shea 	15 

	

Justin Bishop 	14 

Brendan Venter 	13 

	

Mark McCall 	12 

	

Niall Woods 	11 

David Humphreys 	10 

	

Niall Hogan 	9 

Justin Fitzpatrick 	1 

	

Rob Kellam 	2 

	

Gary Halpin 	3 

	

Nick Harvey 	4 

Malcolm O'Kelly 	5 

Kevin Spicer 	6 

Kieron Dawson 	7 

Isaac Feaunati 	8 
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SUPPLI 

COTTON  
OXFORD 

TOUCH JUDGES 

17 	Steve Hatley 

18 	John Mallett 

19 	Federico Mendez 

20 	Jon Pritchard 

21 	lain Balshaw 

22 	Deiniol Jones 

OFFICIAL CAR 
SUPPLIER-- 

MATCH SPONSOR 

GUINNESS BREWING 
GREAT BRITAIN 

Steve Savage 

Peter McGovern 

Kieran Campbell 

Sean Burns 

Tony Redmond 

Ciaran Bird 

Liam Mooney 

Matthew Morahan 
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ON 1R1 
THERE are number of South Africans 

playing in English rugby but few can have 
the impact that Brendan Venter has had in 
his short time with London Irish. Unlike 
many of the South Africans around the 

country, Brendan is one of the very few 
who left his home country while still 
commanding a place in a Super 12 
team. Joining from the Free State 
province, for whom he played 120 
matches, coming to the Irish was a 

decision that was not popular back 
home. 

"In my situation, I had quite a 
fight to get away. My state 

wanted to keep me 
and saw me as 
part of their 
future. I had 
decided that I 
wanted to live in 

London for 18 
months and they had to respect that 

decision" said Venter. 

A member of the South African 
World Cup winning squad and 
having last played for South Africa 
in the Tri-Nations series in 1996, 
Venter would be an asset to any 
side in the rugby world. He chose 
the Irish which, looking back, was 
an easy decision to make. 

"I was looking for a London side and 
everyone told me that the Irish were 
nice people to work with. I came over 

1-1  
for a weekend and met with people who I liked. I moved over with my wife and baby soon 
after. Settling in has been great, in fact, better than I had expected. London irish is a great 
club and the players are extraordinarily nice people. They are also very talented when they 
play." 

Venter has been surprised at the level of English rugby which he believes is not as far 
behind the Super 12 competition as many people believe. 

"People underestimate English rugby. Clubs like Saracens and Newcastle are playing the 
same patterns as the Super 12 teams. And you have to remember that the referees over 
there play a bigger role than people give them credit for. The emphasis is on keeping the 
game flowing to speed it up and that's when you start to see the big scores," he says. 

The past six weeks has seen a real resurgence of the Irish as a force to be reckoned with. 
This is no surprise to Venter. "We know we are a good side and we can beat anyone on our 
day. We have been putting good phases of play together but we 
must find consistency. We have the players. Players like 
Mark McCall and Conor O'Shea would be good players in 
any league in the world. We have a very motivated 
bunch of guys who want to do well so badly for the 
club. This has put pressure on them and may not have 
helped team performances up to now. We don't ever 
want to give another lacklustre performance like 
the one against Wasps in the cup." 

But confidence is returning and results are 
starting to come. "We don't want to be a one-
week wonder side. Good sides are consistent. 
They may not always win but they play to a 
certain standard every time they play. That is what 
we are trying to achieve. 

Venter is a very positive individual with a clear set of 
objectives. His job here is clear. "I have a contract for 18 
months with an optional year which we will 
discuss later. My aim is to help London 
Irish to be a force in the Premiership in 
18 months." 
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