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it Rugby vs Bedford Blues 



was grateful for the support of the EFDR clubs and the RFU, the future of rugby at Goldington Road is 
looking far more secure. 

And despite their apparent lack of success on the field, Bedford, who have suffered a mounting exodus 
of players and staff over the past 18 months of upheaval, are now actively seeking to extend their squad, 
announcing only last week that the Worcester trio of England international lock Dave Sims, full-back 
Duncan Hughes and centre James Connolly would be joining the club for a trial period with the option of 
being offered contracts until the end of the season or beyond. 

Not surprisingly, Bedford's current squad contains many names unfamiliar to people outside the club, but 
they can still boast players of international experience. The club's director of rugby and captain, Alistair 
Murdoch, a former Australian test centre who played for Scotland A in Italy last week, has led the side by 
example, while Scotland centre Ronnie Eriksson, Canadian internationals Gareth Rees and Scott 
Stewart and livewire scrum-half Andy Gomersall, who returned to the England bench against Ireland last 
Saturday, have all contributed notably this season. 

Among the forwards the veteran Wales lock Derwyn Jones has added height and power, and Tonga 
flanker David Edwards have added international experience to a lively pack and although results have not 
gone their way at times this season, many of Bedford's games have been closely contested, most notably 
their home league clash against Bath in early November when Bedford almost snatched victory before 
going down 28-24. 

Despite their disappointing league form, Bedford made a bright start to their European Shield 
campaign, winning their first two Pool 2 qualifying games against Newport at home (23-18) and 
Italian side Rovigo away (33-24) before falling away, losing their last four pool matches and 
failing to qualify for the quarter-finals. 

Nevertheless, they have shown improved form in recent 
Premiership One outings and at their best are more than 
capable of making things awkward for Bath this afternoon. 
Bottom of the table they may be at the moment, but 
battling Bedford are by no means 
out for the count 
just yet. 

Ford Blues By Dick Tugwell 

Bedford may be struggling at the bottom of Allied Dunbar Premiership One, having 
lost all of their 11 league fixtures to date, but although they appear destined for 
certain relegation at the end of the season, the situation at Goldington Road is by 
no means all doom and gloom, according to the club's chief executive, Phillip 
August. 

And contrary to widespread rumour, Mr August, well-known in west country 
circles for his lengthy former association with Gloucestershire Cricket Club, 

believes that despite enduring a tough time in terms of results on the field, Bedford are 
in a far healthier position financially than many more of their more glamorous rivals. 

leading clubs, Bedford have experienced a roller-coaster ride since rugby union went 
Bed professionalism. And although the club enjoyed initial success, gaining promotion 
) Two along with Newcastle Falcons at the end of the 1996-97 season, they have 
blish themselves in the top flight over the past two seasons amid a period of constant )l 
itroversy. 

, wnership auspices of First Sport-; Network, a company owned by the boxing promoter, 
Bedford narrowly avoided relegation in 1997-98 and found life equally difficult the 

But their problems suddenly escalated last year when Warren became embroiled in a' 
protracted protracted legal battle with American boxing promoter Don King which resulted in his 

assets being frozen with dire financial consequences for the 
-11.2.2 rugby club which struggled to meet its commitments. 

Warren eventually lost the legal wrangle, King being awarded a 
massive settlement and in the fallout from the dispute Bedford 

were sold to Jefferson Lloyd International, a little known offshore 
company who took control last April and soon announced plans that met with 

strong resistance from the vast majority of the club's loyal following. 

6  At one stage these included a merger with Coventry, a move,  
quickly rejected by the RFU, and a suggestion that home games 
be played at Ashford in Kent, but by this time Bedford's 
supporters had begun to get together to oppose the new regime. 

A group of influential local businessmen formed a consortium to try.  
A4  and buy the club, launched an appeal for funds, which within two weeks had 

reached nearly £500,000 and currently stands at around £750,000. After 
protracted negotiations, the club was sold back to its members and the town and 

is now run by a small board of directors who represent nearly 3000 shareholders.' 
The minimum donation to the appeal was £25 for one share and the maximum" 

individual shareholding is limited to 40. 

As a result, claims Phillip August, Bedford are now on a firm financial footing with a 
treamlined administration and a players salary bill barely half of the wage cap limit of 
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