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BATH v. NEWBRIDGE 

Today Newbridge (Founded 1891) bring with them a very fine tradition from Wales. If 
you've not had the chance of visiting their valley home, do get there some day, because 
this Club is an absolute gem. Forget their upset last weekend at Maesteg (they went down 
26 - 6 incidentally), because Newbridge results tend to be like the turning tide. One day 
they're out, while the next they rush back at you like a high spring tide. 

As for their home, well it's one of the best. Facilities are superb, and a Newbridge 
atmosphere—set beneath the rolling hills which reach to the Brecons in the north—can be 
electric. 

Interestingly, they were barely a senior Welsh side until the post-war years; indeed, 
their first International Cap did not come their way until that truly great forward, W. Gore 
'made it' in 1947, an honour which was shortly followed by further caps to forwards W. R. 
Cale and D. J. Haywrd. 

Progress then was swift, with Newbridge capturing the Welsh Club Championship in 
their brilliant season of 1964 - 5. And they've been one hell of a side ever since. 

Mind, we've not done too badly ourselves recently, our edge sharpened by constant 
campaigns into the Welsh rugby heartland (is there a better training ground?)' Last 
Saturday it was nice and it was great fun against U.S. Portsmouth (66 - 14). And 
Cardiff . . . was it not poetry? Five dream tries and a glorious 28 - 9 triumph. Well, the 
passing and the running and that score, say all that can be said. 

So its preparations now for our seventh (Yes, seventh!) Anglo-Welsh encounter of the 
season—who says we don't enjoy one of the best fixture lists in all England —with 
Newbridge. How nice it would be to see them carry off the Welsh Cup one day. 

And on the subject of Cup football, we've got a 'home' tie at long last. Let's be frank, 
Bath wondered if it would ever happen again. Well, it has happened and it will 
happen . . . against old friends Plymouth Albion. The date! Ah yes . . . January 24th. 
See you there everyone! 

Harry W. Barstow 

The game against Fiji Barbarians has been changed from Wednesday 19th November 
to the following day, Thursday 20th, to avoid a clash with the Lombard RAC Rally, which 
finishes in Pulteney Street on the Wednesday evening. Please note the kick-off time will be 
7.00 p.m. 

Demand for tickets at this 'All Pay' game is brisk. They are available at today's game 
and also at the Clubhouse on Monday and Wednesday evenings between 7.30 and 
9.30 p.m. Postal applications should be sent to the Match Secretary, David Parsons, 
accompanied by a stamped addressed envelope. 

Prices are £4.00 for the Stand and £2.00 for the Ground (Senior Citizens and 
Schoolboys £1.00). 

Today's game is sponsored by BASS LTD. the Brewers, who have also supplied a 
bottle of Scotch Whisky for the lucky programme prize. We thank them for their interest 
and hope that, along with their guests, they have an enjoyable afternoon. 

Don't forget to see Frank Cottle at the Club Shop for the new Triple Cup Winners ties. 
Clive Howard 
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