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"CENTRAL TO SWANSEAS 
HEINEKEN CUP 
ASPIRATIONS THIS 
SEASON WILL BE THE 
THE PERFORMANCE OF 
THE PACK" 

The 2001-02 Welsh/ Scottish 
league champions arrive at the 
Rec. this afternoon in 
determined mood to turn 
around what has been a 
disappointing start to the season. 

John Plumtree's side romped away with 
the trophy last season, but have made a 
slow start to the defence of their crown in 
the newly-structured Celtic league. Defeats 
to Ulster, Cardiff, Bridgend, Leinster and 
Glasgow have left the 'All- Whites' 5th in 
Pool A of the competition, and unable to 
qualify for the quarter-finals. 

However, recent results, as with Bath 
Rugby, are not a true measure of what the 
club are capable of. You need only browse 
through the Swansea names , to see that 
the Welsh side contains a number of 
world-class players who will relish the 
unique intensity that is produced by the 
Heineken Cup. 
The disappointing start can partly be 
apportioned to a crippling injury list 
within their back line, and also the early-
season absence of their Lions stars, Colin 
Charvis, Darren Morris and Scott Gibbs. 
The result has been a tendancy to base 
their game around what is probably one 

of Europe's most dominant scrums, even 
without injured prop Morris. 
The Heineken Cup is a fresh focus for the 
'All Whites', who proved that they are a 
force to be reckoned with, not just in pool 
three of the competition, but on the wider 
European stage when they defeated 
Edinburgh Rugby 21-16 last weekend in 
round one. 
Central to Swansea's Heineken Cup 

aspirations this season will be the the 
performance of the pack. Players such as 
Colin Charvis, Wales prop Ben Evans the 
abrasive Jenkins, former Wales captain 
Andy Moore and number eight Geriant 
Lewis are all fearsome competitors and will 
be looking to kick-start both their 
international careers with a successful 
Heineken Cup campaign. 
Behind the scrum, Swansea have 

uncovered one of the most exciting young 
talents in Welsh rugby. Gavin Henson, 
who made his full Wales debut against 
Romania last month, scored all of 
Swansea's 21 points in beating Edinburgh. 
The 19-year-old is an elusive runner who 
many view as being the heir apparent to 
the prolific Neil Jenkins. Indeed, when 

backs. 
Swansea have a glutton of talent. 
The forgotten son of Welsh rugby, Arwel 
Thomas is a handy replacement to have, 
whilst captain Scott Gibbs may have 
retired from international rugby, but his 
committment to Swansea is immense. The 
signing of Samoan test star Brian Lima 
adds a further attacking dimension, whilst 
Kevin Morgan and Rhodri Jones are 
talents of the future. 
Although it is too early to suggest that 
Swansea will qualify for the knock-out 

stages of the competition either as pool 
winners or as a best-placed runner-up, 
there is no doubting that the 'All Whites' 
have both the big-game players and the 
ability to progress to the next stage. 
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