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WELCOME TO 

GLOUCESTER  
Over the seasons, Gloucester 
have established a tremendous 
reputation as a club capable of 
beating the best around on any 
given day, yet Philippe St. 
Andre's men have never quite 
had the staying power to mount 
a sustained challenge for 
Zurich Premiership honours. 

Yes, the Cherry and White's had a 
marvellous run in the Heineken Cup 
last season which took them to the 
semi-finals of European rugby's most 
prestigious competition, but 

points will become vitally important if 
a club like Gloucester are going to be 
in a position to challenge for top spot. 
We have become accustomed in recent 
seasons to the West Country side 
grinding out victories through what is 
widely regarded as the most powerful 
pack in England. But this season there 
has been a certain flair to their back 
play and a new heir of confidence. - 

Already the Cherry and Whites have 
gained three bonus points through 
scoring four or more tries in a match 
and have put fifty points past Bristol 
and forty past Wasps. There are a 
number of key factors that can be 
attributed to this revolution at 
Kingsholm. St. Andre's legion of 
French players have settled and the 
likes of Ludovic Mercier and Olivier 
Azam are having tremendous seasons. 

is all that about to change? Are 
Gloucester about to take up a long-
term residency in the top quartet of 
clubs fighting to win the Premiership? 
If recent results are anything to go by, 
then the signs definitely suggest 
things are on the up at Kingsholm. 
The Cherry and Whites have enjoyed a 
memorable Autumn, having recorded 
victories over fierce local rivals Bristol 
Shoguns and last season's runners-up 
London Wasps on their way to second 
in the table. 

The long anticipated arrival of Henry 
Paul from league club the Bradford 
Bulls has also added an extra attacking 
dimension to a back line that can 
now boast the talents of Chris Catlin 
Robert Todd, Terry Fanolua and 
the rejuvenated try-scorer Darren 

Gl 	 finest 
goal-kickers in English rugby. 
Mercier has a phenomenal boot and 
is consistently accurate from distances 
of up to 60 metres. 

The pack, too have got in on the 
running rugby act. The likes of Azam, 
Phil Vickery, Junior Paramore are all 
outstanding footballers whilst Andy 
Hazell is the form back row player in 
England at present. A powerful player 
with exquisite ball handling skills, 
the young back rower will certainly 
be in Clive Woodward's thoughts as 
he looks to select his first England 
squad of the New Year. 

`THIS SEASON THERE 
HAS BEEN A CERTAIN 
FLAIR TO THEIR BACK 

PLAY AND A NEW HEIR 

OF CONFIDENCE." 

This could just be Gloucester's year. 
With the Premiership shaping up to 
be the closest fought on record, bonus 
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