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John Kingston's NEC Harlequins 
side prepare for this crucial Zurich 
Premiership clash against Bath 
Rugby knowing nothing other 
than a victory will suffice if the 
Londoners are to salvage anything 
from a testing 2001-02 season. 

Like their hosts this afternoon, Quins 
have experienced a difficult and 
ultimately disappointing season to date 
and have already turned their attentions 
to winning the Powergen Cup if they are 
to claim a prestigious place in Europe 
next season. 

neighbours Saracens. Matt Moore came 
south bound from Sale, Tu Tamarua, the 
highly rated Aussie back row joined from 
down under, whilst revelation of the 
season, Nick Duncombe the young 
England scrum half stepped up from 
RGS High Wycombe. 

Add these players to a workmanlike pack 
and an envious list of Internationals that 
includes Dan Luger, Keith Wood, David 
Wilson, Will Greenwood and Jason 
Leonard, and you can believe why the 
London side believed they had a realistic 
shot at winning a trophy this season. 

However, Quins have been hit as hard as 
any by the disruptions caused during the 
Autumn International period and have 
had to deal with a mounting injury list 
that has recently included the influential 
International quartet of Greenwood, 
Wood. Wilson and Luger-laeving a 
number of inexperienced youngsters to 
fill the breech. 

Doubters beware! Quins are, on their day 
a very good side, and will undoubtedly 
return to upset some very big sides. They 
ooze class and can play a very open and 
attractive game that reaps tries. 

Whilst this is a vital Zurich Premiership 
(,clash for both sides if they are to resurrec 

their ambitions of climbing up the table 	ii 
towards a Championship Play Off place, 
there will also be some interesting 
individual battles on the pitch. 

"WINS ARE, ON THEIR 
DAY, A VERY GOOD 
SIDE AND WILL 
UNDOUBTEDLY 
RETURN TO UPSET 
SOME VERY BIG SIDES." 

Out of the Heineken Cup, Quins 
currently lie eleventh in the Zurich 
Premiership, three points ahead of Leeds 
Tykes at the foot of the table who have 
two games in hand. 

Whilst it is not exactly a case of panic 
stations (for they have the tight calibre of 
players to elevate their position), 
Kingston will admit that he has been far 
from happy with the season so far. NEC 
Harlequins started the season rightfully 
full of confidence following their 
triumphant Parker Pen Shield campaign 
last season. Big name players with 
experience were brought in during the 
closed season to bolster reserves. Tony 

The most significant battle will be 
between Mike Catt and Will Greenwood. 
Catt recently left out of the England 
squad will be determined to prove to 
Clive Woodward that he made a 
selectorial howler, by exposing 
Greenwood this afternoon. 

Meanwhile Luger (if fit) and Balshaw will 
also be wrestling for a place in the side to face 
Ireland. Both are talented footballers and 
will be desperate to start in an England 
side for whom they have performed so 
excellently in the past. 

With lots at stake, this will be a 
supercharged affair. Blink and you will 
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