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WELCOME TO 

LEICESTER 

"EVEN IF THEY DO 
SUP UP A COUPLE OF 
TIMES ON THE WAY 
THE TIGERS WILL 
COAST HOME QUITE 
COMFORTABLY FOR 
A RECORD NUMBER 
OF CONSECUTIVE 
TITLES WON! 

As they take to the field here at 
the Recreation Ground this 
afternoon, Leicester Tigers find 
themselves in the rare position of 
being on the brink of wrapping 
up their fourth consecutive Zurich 
Premiership title, and we have 
only just entered March! 

Such has been the dominance that they 

have exerted'this season in the 

Premiership, that Dean Richards' side are 

already 17 points clear of Gloucester in 

second place with just seven matches to 

go. Even if they do slip up a couple of 

times on the way (and they certainly can 

afford to do so), the Tigers will coast 

home quite comfortably for a record 

number of consecutive titles won. 

Considering that this season was 

supposed to be the closest yet, this is 

quite an achievement from Richards' class 

of 2002 who obviously failed to read the 

script. Expected to crack without the 

playmaking presence of Australian Pat 

Howard, the Welford Road outfit has 

emerged a stronger side than the treble 

Championship and Heineken Cup last term. 

So what has been the secret? On paper 

the Tigers should have suffered most with 

losses to International squads and the all 

too often injuries which can come as a 

result of representative involvement. 

Clever new signings in Josh Kronfeld and 

Rod Kafer has kept an antipodean 

flavour, but importantly has brought two 

players to Welford Road who are both 

winners at the highest level and whose 

experience has rubbed off on the talented 

youngsters around him. However, it is 

undoubtedly a change in approach to the 

game that has shaped the Tigers into the 

great side that they are today. 

Think of Leicester and you will probably 

associate them with no-frills, win at all 

costs rugby, however this is just a myth 

as there is a change afoot at Welford 

Road. They have learnt to use the whole 

field, playing an expansive game that 

complements the great skill and panache 

of the likes of Healey, Booth, Kafer and 

Geordan Murphy. Indeed Murphy and 

Booth top the Premiership's try-scori 

..tablexlais season. 

It is the mark of an excellent, indeed 

World Class side, that when on the rare 

occasion they find themselves under 

pressure, that they have the rare ability to 

steal victory from the jaws of defeat. They 

do this by reverting to type, playing the 

familiar shove-it-up-your-jumper style of 

rugby, which practically no side in the 

Premiership has an answer to. Simply, 

they know how to win. 

However, as we witnessed in Paris last 

weekend, even the mighty can fall, but 

Bath Rugby will need to be at their 

creative best if they are to break down 

what is the finest defence in European 
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