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WELCOME TO 

LONDON IRISH  
Who would have thought it? Six 
games into the new Zurich 
Premiership campaign and 
London Irish currently lie an 
excellent third in the table, just 
six points behind Leicester 
Tigers at the top. 

This is a remarkable achievement when 
you consider that after finishing eighth 
in the Premiership last term and 
parting company with Head Coach 
Dick Best, the Reading based club 

were many pundits choice to be one of 
the sides battling to avoid the drop. 

However, the Exiles start to the new 
season has been excellent. With former 
Springbok centre Brendan Venter at 
the helm, Irish have lost just one match 

that solitary defeat at home to Rob 
Andrew's Newcastle Falcons, the side 
have enjoyed a six-match winning run. 
The outstanding form in the Zurich 
Premiership has been matched by 
complete domination of Pool six in the 
Parker Pen European Shield, including 
a gritty 29-22 victory away to French 
side Dax. 

The catalyst behind this turn around 
for the Exiles can be attributed to the 
arrival of Brendan Venter, who has 
returned to the club after two seasons 
back in his native South Africa. 
Venter, who is known in rugby circles 
for his meticulous attention to detail, 
has transformed Irish into a well-
balanced outfit who, importantly can 
match excellent home form with good 
performances on the road. 

This has been achieved through a 
combination of a fresh approach and 
some shrewd signings. No longer a 
home for exiled Irishmen, Venter's side 
can boast some of the country's best up 
and coming talent including prolific 
England A winger Paul Sackey and 

World Cup's worth of experience 
behind him. Another South African 
recruit, Hente Martens, joined the club 
a couple of weeks ago, and the scrum 
half will serve to add International 
experience the an exciting Irish back. 
With these talented signings integrated 
into the squad, Irish are not only able 
to play their trademark 15 man all 
encompassing rugby, but also have the 
pack to ensure that they are not placed 
on the back foot. 

The key for Venter, will be to maintain 
the winning run into the new year. If 
Irish can enter 2002 positioned in the 
top four, they stand an excellent chance 
of not only challenging for silverware, 
but securing a place in the Heineken 

outstanding By halt Barry Everitt. The 
Head Coach has also recruited 26-times 
capped Springbok hooker Naka 
Drotske, who has arrived with two 
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