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TODAY'S VISITORS 

L'Aquila 
By Dom Rumbles 

ince joining the Six Nations in 

2001, the dub game in Italy has 

gone from strength to strength. 

Three sides now compete in the top 

echelon of the European game-the 

Heineken Cup, whilst eight sides will 

compete in this season's Parker Pen 

Challenge Cup-a competition that has 

caught the imagination with its unique two-

legged format 

One such side is [Aquila. In an Italian 

Super Ten competition dominated by the 

wealthier Benetton Treviso and Calvisano 

clubs, L'Aquila have been one of the leading 

lights in Italian rugby for several years. The 

club has won the Italian championship five 

times, with the most recent success coming 

in 1994. This season will be only their third 

in European competition having spent last 

season in the European Challenge Cup. 

However, it is also interesting to note that 

the club participated in the Heineken Cup  

during the 2000-01 season, although they 

did not progress past the pool stages. 

Last season, the Italian side's Parker Pen 

Challenge Cup campaign ended at the first 

hurdle when they went down 133-19 on 

aggregate to French side Colomiers (who we 

could meet in the second round). Having 

dropped into the shield competition. L'Aquila 

went on to face Dinamo Bucharest-the side 

that lost out to Saracens and famously lost 

one of their player in the process! The 

matches were dose. but went the way of 

Romanians 61-60 on aggregate. It was a 

campaign that reflected their domestic 

season. Despite some big wins, the side, 

based some 70 miles from Rome, went on to 

finish eighth in the Super Ten Championship. 

So far this season it has been a similar 

story for L'Aquila. Currently eighth in the 

table. they recently lost narrowly to Rovigo 

with their only win of the campaign coming 

over GRAN Parma. 

Despite not having the capital clout of the  

big three' available to them L'Aquilians are 

extremely passionate about their rugby and 

thrive on a strong community. They are not 

a side packed with star names. However, 

they do have one or two internationals of 

note. Prop Toledo Sanchez and back rower 

Nicolas Brignoni represented Uruguay in the 

World Cup and will have come face to face 

with lain Balshaw. Mike Tindall and Mike 

Catt. German Cagnolo. Carlo Caione, 

Massimiliano De Paolis and Pierpaolo Rotilio 

have all represented Italy. whilst Hiroaki Ito 

Is a Japanese international and Facundo 

Lopez has a couple of caps for Argentina. 

With a first leg deficit to overcome, the 

Italian side will be looking for a performance 

in which they can take some pride this 

afternoon. If they are to be knocked out of 

the competition, then the Parker Pen Shield 

awaits-a tournament which they will believe 

Is there for the taking 
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