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S
o this is it, first versus second 

in the Zurich Premiership at a 

packed Recreation Ground 

and expectations could not be higher. 

It is not quite a do-or-die showdown 

as ten points separate the two sides. but 

if Wasps go on to win this afternoon 

then they will certainly believe that they 

have the capability to go on and finish 

top of the pile. Wasps were recently 

labelled the best club side in World 

rugby by one top coach, and although 

that is a pretty big statement to make. 

Warren Gatland's side are certainly the 

form side in the Zurich Premiership. 

This afternoon's encounter will prove 

the acid test for Wasps. Hot on the 

heels of Bath Rugby, the Wycombe 

based side have the best offence in  

the Zurich Premiership. They have 

scored 393 points in attack whilst they 

have crossed the whitewash 38 times 

and are averaging nearly three tries 

per game. It is an incredible record 

when you consider that we have seen 

some dire conditions during these 

winter months. 

However, the question will be whether 

they can break the meanest defence in 

the Zurich Preiniership enough times to 

record their seventh straight win away 

from home. Bath Rugby have conceded 

just 187 points this season including 

fourteen tries and average the 

conceding of just one try per match. 

It is obvious therefore that something 

has to give this afternoon. Wasps 

certainly have the players required to  

break Bath Rugby's defence. Newly 

appointed England Captain Lawrence 

Dallaglio is back to the best form of his 

career and leads from the front what is 

an extremely mobile pack that includes 

the likes of England hopefuls Joe 

Worsley and Simon Shaw. However, 

Wasps are also a fearsome force in the 

tight. Trevor Loeota can be devastating 

when he is at his best, whilst Stephen 

Jones of the Sunday Times recently 

described Craig Dowd as the best New 

Zealand prop. 

However. Wasps have the rapier backs 

to match their marauding forward pack. 

Josh Lewsey had a magnificent World 

Cup and is dangerous on the wing for 

Wasps, whilst we all know about the 

attacking capabilities of Tom Voyce 

who can be brilliant in open play. Alex 

King is one of the best play makers in 

the Premiership and combines well with 

British Lion Rob Howley at half back. 

However, it is the centre combinations 

where Wasps hold their trump cards. 

Stuart Abbott may well be injured. but 

Wasps have significant strength in 

depth in this position. Fraser Waters is 

one of the most underrated players in 

the Premiership, and combines well 

with Mark Denney. Watch out for 

Ayoola Erinle who could start in the 

centre. The youngster has been one of 

the finds of the season for Wasps and is 

powerful enough to punch holes 

through the midfiled whilst also 

possessing the pace to get away from 

his man. 

This promises to be an enthralling 

encounter. If Wasps win today the 

chase to secure that automatic place to 

the final will be on and they will hold 

the psychological advantage ahead of a 

what is likely to be a winner takes all 

match between the two sides at 

Twickenham at the end of May. 
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