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The way to success for English clubs in pre Courage 

league days was to travel west, across the Severn. The 

successful Coventry side of the sixties certainly founded 

its prowess on the Celtic flavoured fixture list and 

Gloucester was another team which gained from playing 

in South Wales. This at a time when many English clubs 

played the likes of Old Rubberduckians and HMS 

Pinafores. Bathonians will recall the momentous games 

against Cardiff, Llanelli and Swansea and will be delighted 

that tonight sees a competitive game against a Welsh 

team for the first time in many years. 

There are many connections between Bath and Swansea, 

I offer two; Tony Swift, who gained all his England caps 

while playing for Swansea and then went on to become a 

darling of the Rec. Now he is the non executive 

Chairman of Bath Rugby plc. The other is more esoteric. 

I note from an old programme which has come into pos-

session that neither Bath nor Swansea used to play a No. 

13 - still the case of course at the Rec. On 8 Mar 1958 

both teams were numbered from 1 (Full Back) to 14, 15 

& 16 (Wing Forwards & "Middle of the Back"). When 

did Swansea acquire a No 13 1 won-

der; when did Bath 
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start with the Loose head as No 1? 

Swansea had a disappointing season in 95/96. The club 

prides itself as one of Wales big clubs, indeed I quote 

from the Swansea programme 

"The All Whites, or Jacks, have beaten all the major 

international touring teams of New Zealand, Australia 

and South Africa. Swansea have always been one of the 

"Big Four" in Welsh club rugby". 

(No hiding the light under a bushel at St Helens!) With 

such a pedigree it was a blow to be only sixth in the 

Heineken League last season, but a semi-final place in the 

European Cup losing to eventual winners Toulouse was 

some consolation. 

Well to tonight, it's Bath's first home game of the season 

and who could ask for more? A great opportunity for 

both teams to put out some players the crowd is not so 

familiar with as well some old favourites. The first salvo 

in the Anglo-Welsh League kicks off here, sit back and 

enjoy it! 
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