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AT JUST 21 YEARS OF AGE 

BEN JOHNSTON IS ALREADY 

BEING TIPPED AS A FUTURE 

ENGLAND INTERNATIONAL. 

A strong, gritty centre with plenty 

of pace, Ben's sharp and direct 

running as a line breaker is a 

priceless asset in a game that is 

being dominated more often by 

defences. Ben signed for Saracens 

from Waterloo in 1998, but his 

first team appearances were 

restricted by the presence of 

Jeremy Thompson and Steve 

Ravenscroft in the Saracens' centre. 

However a shoulder injury to the 

South African Thompson, opened 

the door for the youngster and he 

has not looked back since. 

After establishing a first team 

place at the London club, Ben had 

a superb season with England A. 

The taste of international rugby 

seemed to give the youngster new 

incentive as he was instrumental in 

Saracens' run of excellent results at 

the end of last season. So 

impressive were his performances 

for the Vicarage Road side that 

Ben was drafted into Clive 

Woodward's 41-man squad for the 

summer tour of South Africa 

where he excelled on the hard 

grounds. By the end of the tour 

Ben was seriously challenging 

Mike Tindall and Mike Catt for 

a test place. 

The presence of Thomas 

Castaignede and double World 

Cup winner Tim Horan at Saracens 

will bring out the best in the 

centre as he will draw from the 

experience of the Australian and 

the inventiveness of the French 

full back. . If Ben continue., to 

show the form reached over the 

last six months he should br in 

contention for a test place rotor 

England's autumn internationals. 
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