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BRISTOL HEAD COACH, DEAN RYAN ARRIVES AT THE 

REC. THIS AFTERNOON KNOWING THAT NOTHING LESS 

THAN A HANDSOME VICTORY WILL SUFFICE IF HIS SIDE 

ARE TO STAND ANY CHANCE OF LIVING THEIR 

HEINEKEN CUP DREAM NEXT SEASON. 

A 24-13 defeat at Vicarage Road in the last round of Premiership 
matches has left the Westcountry side outside the top eight and 
therefore denying a passport to the all-important end of season 
Zurich Championship Play Offs and a final chance of 
qualification for Europe's showpiece club tournament. 

For a club of Bristol's stature, being denied the opportunity to 
clash against the cream of European sides would be nothing short 
of a disaster. When Malcolm Pearce rescued the club from the 
brink of receivership in 1998 a whole host of quality 
international stars were recruited with a view to European 
participation within three seasons of returning to the top flight. 

The club certainly possesses both the talent and the coaching 
structure to fulfill Pearce's dream, but it has been inconsistency 
that has been the major let-down in a campaign that has had 
more than its fair share of highs and lows. Brilliantly effective on 
their day (they are one of only three sides to have beaten the 
Tigers this season), Bristol can also be directionless. The season 
started well enough, and despite Bob Dwyer's departure they 
held a respectable mid-table position. However key injuries and 

international commitments dropped the club into the dog-fight 
to avoid relegation with NEC Harlequins and Rotherham. 

Despite a mini revival two defeats on the trot have hit tht. ■ 1111. 

hard and they will need to be at their best to repel the ch.e., 
pack that includes Sale Sharks and London Irish to secure a I 
Off Berth. 

It will be down to the club's experienced internationals to rescii, 
the season and the majority of the responsibility will fall on 
Argentine half back pairing Felipe Contepomi and Augustin 
Pichot. David Rees, Garath Archer, Eduardo Simone and Barry 
Williams who have done it all for club and country in their 
respected careers will also provide class and experience. 

They will be backed up by some of the hottest young prospects 
in English rugby. Bristol are going a long way to develop a 
balanced blend of youth and experience. Their under 21 squad is 
undoubtedly the finest in the country. Andrew Sheridan, Alex 
Brown and Lee Best are all products of the club's system and are 
laying down the future foundations of which to build a successful 
team upon. 

However today is all about Westcountry pride and Dean Ryan 
will be itching for a chance to claim a first victory at the Rec. in 
a competitive match. No longer should matches against their 
oldest of rivals phase the club, who recorded their first 
Premiership victory over Bath Rugby at the Memorial Stadium 
in December and in the process demolishing a huge 
psychological barrier, and the victory will have acted as a massive 
psychological fillip ahead of this aftemoon's clash. With so much 
at stake this promises to be an explosive encounter, so sit tight. 
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