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BATH RUGBY 
V CONNACHT RUGBY SATURDAY 28TH OCTOBER 2006 KICK-OFF 2.15PM 
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Connacht will be hoping to kick-
start their European 
Challenge Cup campaign after 

being denied a win against NEC 
Harlequins last week by an 82nd-
minute penalty from the boot of 
Adrian Jarvis. 

Connacht looked to be heading to 
victory after Paul Warwick converted 
a Colm Rigney try with seven minutes 

remaining in a tight encounter. 
The Challenge Cup has traditionally  

been Connacht's most successful 
competition, the club having made it 
to two semi-finals in the last three 
years as well as being quarter-
finalists last year. 

Connacht will become the first 

team to have played 70 matches in 
the competition when they play Bath 
Rugby at home in the fifth round in 
January and are one of only two 
teams to have played in the 
competition every year since it began  

eleven years ago, the other being 
their European rivals Narbonne. 

Connacht's season began brightly 
with an away win in Galashiels to the 
Border Reivers, with tries from Paul 
Warwick and Gavin Williams. This 
was followed by a home win against 
the Ospreys by 15-10, with all 15 
points coming from the boot of the 
prolific Mark McHugh. 

Two weeks ago Connacht overcame 

a strong Newport Gwent Dragons 
outfit by 16-9 and were unlucky not to 
take all the points in their 22-22 draw 
with Edinburgh Rugby earlier in the 

season. 
Connacht bolstered their squad 

during the summer with the signing 
of several quality forwards such as 
Brett Wilkinson, Ray Ofisa, Adrian 
Flavin and Brett Sturgess. Michael 
Bradley's men are hoping to come 
away with full points today in Bath, in 
the first ever meeting between the 

two sides. 
Having begun the season with an 

away fixture, Connacht are now 
coming off a run of seven consecutive 
home matches. Today's fixture 
against Bath Rugby is the first of four 
away matches in all competitions, as 
Connacht travel to Glasgow next 
Friday before taking on Cardiff the 
following week at the Arms Park and 
then taking on Munster away in what 

has been a fiercely contested 
encounter in recent seasons. 

Last week's narrow loss will do 
nothing but inspire Connacht, who 
have contested the knockout stages 
in each of the last four seasons in 
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