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SALEISHARKS 

NO LONGER 'JUST A 
SMALL CLUB IN CHESHIRE' 
WORDS I DAVE SWANTON PICTURES I GETTYIMAGES 

Back at the turn of the 
Millennium, business man 
and amateur rugby player 

Brian Kennedy bought the near 
bankrupt Sale Rugby Club with a 
vision that they would one day be 
Champions of England and the 
best supported club in the country 
- a team to represent the huge 
potential of the North West of 
England. 

Six seasons tater, on a wet May 
afternoon at Twickenham in front 
of 50,000 fans, a team laced with 
internationals in almost every 
position trounced Leicester Tigers 
45-20 to become the first ever 
team to finish the regular season  

top of the league and go on to win 
the Championship play-off. 

Contrary to popular belief, 
however, Sale's success has not 
been down simply to the depth of 
the Kennedy wallet. True, in 
common with most owners of 
Premiership clubs, he has sunk a 
significant sum of money in to the 
club he loves, but this was to cover 
the losses of the early years and to 
improve facilities, not to buy in 
success. Kennedy puts the success 
of Sale Sharks down to the 
personnel he has put in place, on 
and off the field, to understand and 
deliver his vision. 

"Coming to the end of their  

playing careers were Jim Mallinder 
and Steve Diamond," Kennedy 
says, "who I would later place in 
charge of all rugby matters as 
Director of Rugby and Head Coach 
respectively. Here were two guys 
steeped in the history of what it 
meant to play for Sale, and who 
were able to mould a genuine team 
around our shared vision. In late 
2004 however, I recruited Philippe 
Saint-Andre to take the club to the 
next level. This was not a reflection 
on either Jim or Steve, simply that 
to move forward any business 
needs to be ready to embrace 
change and new influences." 

The move to Edgeley Park for the 
start of the 2003/4 season was also 
critical to the success that the club 
now enjoys. Their previous home at 
Heywood Road was, whilst much 
beloved by generations of fans, 
wholly inadequate. Edgeley Park 
has remained broadly filled ever 
since England's World Cup 
success, and the club are now 
having to consider plans for 
expanding the capacity. 

So where next for Sale Sharks? 
This season they have reached the 
semi-finals of the EDF Energy Cup, 
lie fifth in the Guinness 
Premiership, and Europe has been 
a priority. Kennedy hopes that 
more success will lead Sate Sharks 
to become a "true giant of the 
global game." 
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