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SEAN LINEEN 

Glasgow Warriors arrive at the Recreation Ground this afternoon still in the hunt for a 
quarter-final place in the Amlin Challenge Cup. 

They need other results to go 
their way, but Sean Lineen's 
men have a concrete objective 
to play for in today's encounter 
above and beyond the goal of 
trying to prove their worth in 
one of the most prestigious 
settings in the European game. 

Their hopes of making the 
Heineken Cup knock-out 
phase ended last Sunday 
afternoon when they suffered 
an agonising defeat to reigning 
tournament champions Leinster. 

For a time, Glasgow were well 
placed to inflict a first European 
loss on Joe Schmidt's men 
since Clermont Auvergne in 
December 2010, but a late 
score from Isaac Boss saved 
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the day for the Dubliners 
and sent the majority of 
a 6,479 crowd home proud 
but disappointed. 

That gathering was a new high 
for a Warriors home game in 
the Heineken Cup, and came 
a mere fortnight after the 
club set a new all-competition 
record by selling out Firhill for 
the New Year's Day derby win 
over Edinburgh Rugby. 

That success was part of an 
eight-match unbeaten run in 
the RaboDirect PRO12, another 
first for the Warriors, and 
is symptomatic of a season 
where, to date, there have been 
plenty encouraging signs both 
on and off the pitch. 

After the club lost nine players 
to Rugby World Cup duty last 
autumn, fears were expressed 
in certain quarters that they 
wouldn't have the strength in 
depth to stay competitive in 
both the league and Europe. 

However, a series of excellent 
displays from young guns like 
Rob Harley, Chris Fusaro and 
Stuart Hogg propelled them 
to the upper reaches of the 
RaboDirect PRO12, with a 
couple of stand-out away wins 
over Leinster and Cardiff Blues 
recorded in the process. 

This positive form has continued 
with the return of the Scotland 
players, the likes of star scrum-
half Chris Cusiter and captain 

Al Kellock delivering inspirational 
displays to ensure that the 
sense of optimism around the 
club has grown in tandem with 
the crowds. 

Ten of the Warriors' leading 
players have signed long-term 
contract extensions in recent 
months, with World Cup back-
three men David Lemi (Samoa) 
and Rory Lamont (Scotland) also 
coming back on board. 

Rory's brother, Sean, has 
already agreed to embark upon 
a second spell at the Warriors 
from the start of next season, 
when Glasgow will also be 
moving stadium to the homely 
but modern Scotstoun Stadium 
where the players currently train. 

Once Pool 3 wraps up today, 
Lineen's troops face a string of 
vital RaboDirect PRO12 clashes 
during and immediately after the 
RBS 6 Nations period. Scarlets 
come to Firhill on February 9, 
before the Warriors make the 
always tricky trip to Connacht 
nine days later. 

There will then be an opportunity 
to exact revenge on Leinster for 
that narrow defeat last week, 
followed by a trip to Ospreys on 
March 2. 

It's shaping up to be a potentially 
season-defining burst of fixtures 
for the Warriors, who know 
they'll have to fight every bit 
of the way to start the run in 
positive fashion this afternoon. 
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