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BATH RUGBY 

15. Nick Abendanon 
14. Kyle Eastmond 
13. Dan Hipkiss 
12. Matt Banahan 
11. Tom Biggs 
10. 01ly Barkley 
9. Michael Claassens 
1. Nathan Catt 
2. Lee Mears 
3. David Wilson 
4. Stuart Hooper 
5. Dominic Day 
6. Simon Taylor 
7. Carl Fearns 
8. Ben Skirving 

REPLACEMENTS 

16. Ross Batty 
17. Paul James 
18. Kane 

Palma-Newport 
19. Dave Attwood 
20. Josh Ovens 
21. Mark McMillan 
22. 011ie Devoto 
23. Jack Cuthbert 

LONDON WASPS 

15. Hugo Southwell o 
14. Christian Wade 
13. Elliot Daly 
12. Andrea Masi 
11. Tom Varndell 
10. Nick Robinson 
9. Joe Simpson 
1. Tim Payne 
2. Tom Lindsay 
3. Fabio Staibano 
4. Joe Launchbury 
5. Marco Wentzel 
6. James Haskell 
7. Jonathan Poff 
8. Billy Vunipola 

REPLACEM EN" IS 

16. T. Rhys Thomas 
17. Simon McIntyre 
18. Zak Taulafo 
19. Tom Palmer 
20. Ashley Johnson 
21. Charlie Davies 
22. Tommy Bell 
23. Chris Mayor 

TODAY'S TEAMS 
/// 	/// //// ////// 	// 	//I/ 	//// 	/‘ 

REFEREE - TIM WIGGLESWORTH TOUCH JUDGES - STUART TERHEEGE AND PAUL BURTON 

bathrugby.com  



South Africa this year but a 

knee injury cruelly saw him 

return home early. 

Vunipola, just 19, was handed 

the number 8 shirt ahead 

of summer signing Ashley 

Johnson, from whom big 

things are expected at Wasps, 

and he did not disappoint, 

with a fine display and some 

outstanding ball carrying. 

Add to the mix the likes 

of Elliot Daly, Sam Jones 

and Joe Simpson and it's 

clear just why there is such 

excitement at Wasps about 

the future. 

wP 

L
ondon Wasps come into 

today's game on the back 

of a scintillating outing 

at Twickenham last weekend 

where they played their part in 

one of the most explosive Aviva 

Premiership openers in years. 

While ultimately coming 

undone by a revitalised 

Harlequins side in the second-

half, the opening 50 minutes 

will give a new-look Wasps 

much heart heading to Bath 

today, having scored five 

superb tries and some fine 

attacking rugby. 

However there is work to do, 

as switching off in the last 30 

minutes of the game cost Wasps 

five points when a Nick Evans 

inspired comeback saw a 40-13 

lead overhauled. 

It's been a busy summer at 

Wasps with 12 player 

signings and a new attack 

coach appointed. 

Among the key signings are 

former Wasps men James 

Haskell and Tom Palmer and 

internationals Ashley Johnson, 

Stephen Jones and Andrea Masi. 

All of the new arrivals will add 

experience and depth to a squad 

that was ravished by injury and 

troubled by financial difficulties 

off the pitch last year, and Dai 

Young has been able at last to 

put his own stamp on the faces 

around the Club. 

Throughout pre-season Young 

has consistently spoken about 

the need to make giant steps 

forward without making any 

bold predictions. Wasps; 

he says; must be more 

competitive and consistent and 

the rest will follow. 

While the new summer signings 

have caught the eye already in 

games over the past few weeks, 

there is also huge excitement 

around the Club at the potential 

of some of Wasps' younger stars. 

Christian Wade has made all 

the headlines from the opening 

weekend with two breath-taking 

tries, and the 21-year old, who 

was a tourist with England in 

South Africa in the summer, 

DIRECTOR 
OF RUGBY 
DA1 YOUNG 

Young joined London Wasps 

as Director of Rugby ahead 

of the 2011/12 season, 

where he took the reins of a 

side struck by injuries and 

retirements, who managed 

to battle their way out of a 

relegation fight and retain 

their place in the top flight. 

Now in his second year in 

charge Young has been 

able to regroup and begin 

to build a side with his own 

hallmark for the 2012/13 

campaign, bringing in a 

host of new names including 

Stephen Jones, James 

Haskell, Tom Palmer, Ashley 

Johnson and Andrea Masi. 

is hoping to back up his 

breakthrough season last 

year in which he ended up as 

the second highest try scorer 

in the league. 

Another pair of emerging 

stars played key roles last 

weekend with lock Joe 

Launchbury and back-row 

Billy Vunipola catching the 

eye. Launchbury, who is 

versatile enough to play six 

or second-row, is still just 21 

and already is showing signs 

that a career in the England 

shirt beckons if he continues 

his fine form. He was selected 

by Stuart Lancaster to tour 

bat irugby.com  
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