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We were all deeply shocked and saddened by the sudden and sad passing of Geoff Pillinger in 
August. Geoff’s 50-year association with the Club began at the age of 16, when he captained the Bath 
Colts.  
 
Geoff made his first team debut against South Wales Police in 1971 and went on to make 138 first 
team appearances during his eight-year spell as a player, before retiring due to recurring injury. 
Geoff’s involvement with the Club continued as a selector for the 1980/81 and 81/82 seasons before 
spending seven years working as a Bath Youth Coach. 
  
Working tirelessly for the Past Player’s Association, for many years, particularly in developing the 
website, Geoff, as the last President of the Past Players Association, recognised the need to 
modernise and assisted in our integration with Bath Rugby in 2014. 
 
From 2013 Geoff had been leading the team at Farleigh House, and had been the driving force behind 
the Bath Rugby Heritage Project, which has been crucial in preserving the history and memorabilia 
of the Club.  Paying tribute to Geoff, Managing Director Tarquin McDonald said: 
  
‘Geoff lived and breathed Bath Rugby and that was evident in his unwavering commitment during five 
decades with the Club. He was a hugely popular and respected figure and will be sorely missed by 
everyone who had the pleasure of meeting him’. 
 
 A celebration of Geoff’s life, in September, at the Recreation Ground, was well attended by many 
past players, family and friends and was a splendid and fitting tribute, as well as expressing deepest 
sympathies to Geoff’s wife Kate and their family. 
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A note from Bath Rugby President - David Trick 

 
I hope this edition finds everyone in good health. To those players from my era and before please 
remember to wrap up warm this winter! 
 
I think it’s fair to say since Bruce Craig took control of the Club the past players have been made to 
feel more included than previously. Family, was the buzz word when I played, although I’m not certain 
Gareth Chilcott and myself or indeed Charlie Ralston and Richard Lee were ever part of the same 
family. However, there was without doubt a special bond between the players, which hopefully 
continues within the club to this day. 
  
Having said that, it used to feel as though we’d become orphans overnight as soon as we retired or 
in some cases when Jack Rowell decided we were no longer good enough. The club appeared to 
have no interest in the players who no longer put their kit on during the season.  
 
I’d like to think things have changed, we now have regular re-unions on match days and the ‘Legends 
Night’ has become a fixture in the Bath Rugby entertainment calendar. The reason for the name 
‘Legends Night’ is because the marketing department (yes we have one of those nowadays) didn’t 
think my idea of calling it ‘a night with some knackered old gits’ would appeal to the marketplace. For 
those of you who have not attended this event, let me describe what a legend is. Any player who has 
ever played for Bath and crucially...do I have their email address! 
 
If you want to get involved in this and other events just drop me a note if you think I may have missed 
you in the past - david.trick@bathrugby.com  
 
I seem to have become a point of contact when people enquire about the health of former players, 
and this is a role I’m happy to continue with, so if you hear of any past players who are not well please 
let me know so I can motivate a few of the boys to pay them a visit. Incidentally, for those who are 
interested Cooch is doing brilliantly following his operation last year, as is Roger Spurrell following his 
the year before. I’ve seen both recently and had several ‘do you remember when’ conversations. It’s 
fair to say you can’t live your life always looking back, but a few hours remembering the old days is a 
great tonic.  
 
Finally, I’ve organised several cycling trips in recent years, raising money for Bath Rugby Foundation 
(over £250,000 in the last four years). The next one will take place in Italy from the 6-10 June 2018. 
If you want details on this; once again, please send me an email. Here’s a couple of quotes from this 
year’s challenge in France.  
 
‘Tricky, it’s fair to say the cheeks of my arse are sore, however, nothing compared to the cheeks on 
my face, I haven’t laughed so much in years!’ 
 
‘Tricky, the team spirit on the recent French cycle ride was fantastic, I had a supportive group during 
the day and I felt I supported several of them in the bar each evening (literally).’ 
 
Both these came from former players who took part so it is possible, if you don’t mind wearing a bit 
of Lycra!! 
 
All the best boys, and stay strong.  
 
Tricky 

mailto:david.trick@bathrugby.com


 
 

Bath Rugby Past Players Management Team 

 

With the sad passing of Geoff Pillinger we have lost a significant driving force within the Past Players 
group. We are delighted, though, that Steve Richards has agreed to step in and take over much of 
the coordinating role undertaken by Geoff. Steve joins us on the PPMT.  

The Team is David Trick (Hon President Bath Rugby); Phil de Glanville; Matt Perry; Wayne Davis, 
Tarquin McDonald (Bath Rugby – Chief Executive); Mark Wenban (Bath Rugby – Customer Relations 
Manager); Mike Beese; Steve Richards (Heritage Project Leader) 

 

                                               

    

                                                                                  

  

One of the main purposes of the team is to organise events where you can gather with your mates 
from the time when you played at the Club, meet other past players, watch some live rugby and have 
a few beers together and catch up.  

To do this we need to gather ‘modern’ contact details and through social media find a way to connect 
with you all. We NEED YOUR HELP to spread the word and ask former players to share their contact 
details. Our aim is let Past Players have news, events etc more frequently – mixing more informal 
output with our formal releases – such as the Newsletter.  

We hope to make more use of the Facebook page (See below) to both inform and collect information 
on the Past Player Community. Most people now have an e-mail address and we see that becoming 
the preferred channel for communicating – (a) because it’s far easier to use than physical 
letters/newsletters and more immediate, and (b) a lot cheaper in terms of time & money! 

 
 
 
 
  



 
 

 
Bath Rugby Heritage Project (www.bathrugbyheritage.org) 

 
It goes without saying that the team are still reeling from the loss of our leader and driving force, Geoff 
Pillinger. It’s a tribute to Geoff that so much has been achieved over the last five years – but there’s 
still a lot more to do.  It’s worth remembering that next week’s game becomes part of the Club’s history 
the week after.  
 
The core team of Brian Jenkins; John Carter: Mike Curling; Steve Richards: Barry Cleeve and Geoff 
Frankom continue to meet every Tuesday at Farleigh House with notable contributions from John 
Kimberley and Steve Bird as well. 
 
As far as site content is concerned, we continue to make excellent progress:- 
 
Programmes – we’ve narrowed the gap for home programmes to just five seasons (2012-13 now 
being loaded), although there remains significant gaps in the early years of the club as clearly the 
further back you go the less material you have. We’re still hoping that programmes from the 50s/60s 
will still be out there somewhere. That leaves away programmes – equally important to those players 
who had to travel over the Severn Bridge on a wet weekday winter evening to stake their claim for a 
prized game on the Rec! Clearly we have far less of these, but we intend to start loading what we’ve 
got shortly. 
 
Team Photos – again, we have many of the recent team photographs but are still looking out for 
those “older” pictures – and, more importantly, names to faces. The comment page on the web-site 
has proved really useful in “filling in the gaps”, but a lot more help is needed if we are to build a 
comprehensive library. 
 
Player Profiles – an area where Geoff concentrated his efforts, we now have over 1500 profiles 
loaded, some more complete than others. Although the primary focus is on those who represented 
the senior side - we welcome input from those who didn’t quite reach those heights, but nevertheless 
made a significant contribution to the club. 
 
Other Topics – several of the team are drawing together stories, anecdotes and other information 
that provide the “colour” behind the dry statistics to present the richness of achievement and effort 
that made the club what it was, is and will be as Bath Rugby moves forward in the 21st Century. 
 
We work closely with Bath Rugby and their help & support is really appreciated, given their day job is 
to deliver a successful professional team. Projects where we are actively collaborating include a 
Timeline for the Club at the Rec and the development of a more formal recognition of player 
contribution similar to that used by International teams and The Lions through numbering. 
 
Bath Rugby Lives 
 
We recognise that if we are to attract – and retain – the interest of Past Players from all eras, we need 
to find stories that are relevant and that recognise/contrast/compare the amateur days with the 21st 
Century era where rugby is now a profession, not something you partake in on the weekends. It’s not 
just different for the players, but also Coaches and Administrators and we hope to build a portfolio of 
articles that not only draw out the differences, but also show where the game is basically still the same 
in its values. We’ve been lucky to liaise with Jon Newcombe, a freelance rugby writer who has had 
published a number of articles in The Rugby Paper. We have their permission to reprint these articles 
and thank them for their contribution to this, and future newsletters. 
 



 
 

 

I’d played a few A team games for the Tykes but nothing more and was all set for a loan spell at 

Harrogate when I got called back due to injuries to the likes of Iain Balshaw and Diego Albanese.  

Training with the lads during the day and then serving them ice cream and popcorn at night was a bit 

embarrassing to say the least. I’m not big now but I weighed under 70 kilos back then so I’m sure they 

were all thinking, ‘why the hell is this skinny lad playing?’ It all went from there. Phil Davies and ‘JC’ 

didn’t put me under any pressure and just told me to go out there and enjoy myself, which I did. JC’s 

dark humour always amused me. 

At the end of my debut season in 2004/05, we went on a good winning run, culminating in survival in 

the League and winning the Powergen Cup after beating Bath at Twickenham. I returned there a few 

years later with Bath and scored a hat-trick against Wasps in the St George’s Day game, which was 

another memorable occasion. 

During my time at Leeds I also had a hugely enjoyable spell with England Sevens, in the days before 

full-time contracts, under Ben Ryan and Russell Earnshaw and got to play in the Sevens World Cup 

in Dubai. Looking back, I think that was probably my best year in rugby because of all the different 

places we visited and the life experiences we had as a close-knit group. I also played England Saxons 

but missed out on a senior cap which is a source of frustration to this day. I was considered a contender 

for a time whilst I was playing well at Bath but the closest I got was holding some tackle bags at 

Pennyhill Park. 

I contemplated packing in rugby after Leeds’ second relegation but ended up going to Newcastle 

instead which I don’t regret for one bit because it was a great place to live and we also had a pretty 

successful year. I’m pleased to see them do so well now. 

While Newcastle and Leeds were synonymous with other sports, rugby was the be-all-and end-all in 

Bath, my next port of call. I lived very close to the Rec and you couldn’t walk around the city without 

people recognising you. It was a complete culture shock. I soon got used to it though and made some 

great friends like Kane Palma-Newport and Guy Mercer. 

During the final year of my Bath contract a chance to sign for Hull FC came up. I supported Hull as a 

boy and to play Rugby League for them would have been a dream come true. I even had a squad 

number and my name was on posters back home and stuff like that. Unfortunately, for reasons outside 

of my control the move fell through. I didn’t hold any grudges against anyone, it was just one of those 

things. JC once said to me that don’t do the dirty on people on your way up because you’ll meet them 

on the way down. I like to think I adhered to that sound advice throughout my career. 

 

 

My Life in Rugby 

Tom Biggs 

http://www.bathrugbyheritage.org/content/heritage-topics/people/player-profiles/biggs-tom


 
 

 

I had an opportunity to stay on at Bath, but Worcester came in for me and I felt that I’d get more 

opportunities there. Sure enough, I played in all bar two of our games during the Championship-winning 

campaign, and one of those was to attend my sister’s wedding, alongside some top lads. Staying up 

the following year was also pretty special.  

Had it not been for my career-ending injury I could easily have seen myself setting up home there for 

good. It is mad how things can change. Now I’m taking stock back home in Hull whilst I await my next 

operation, but eventually I’d like to either get into coaching or set up a personal training business. 

 Jon Newcombe in Conversation with Tom Biggs 

 
Facebook Group page ( Bath Rugby Past Players) 

We now have 193 members on the Facebook page.  
 
“Membership” to the page has been tightened up slightly with requesters to the page now having to 
answer a question about their Bath playing history.  
 
There have been some great posts on the page and Steve Richards seems to have been having a bit 
of a tidy up at home with a stack of old pics being scanned and posted to the page. If anyone else 
has pics they’d like to share please feel free to add them, for those of us that like “living in the past” 
it’s a great trip down memory lane to see the old playing day photos.  
 
The page also became the co-ordination for a summer get together where a group met at Avon RFC 
(thanks to Clive Book for sorting that) at 8:00am for the second Lions test. Highlight of the day was 
Steve Ojomoh getting a round of shots in at The Star. I called it a day at 10:00pm, but some were still 
going strong (Keith Plummer at the head of the drinking party from what I can remember). 
 
Keep an eye on the page, because we’re looking for an excuse for another get together ………  
 
Wayne Davis  
 

Bath Past Players Golf Society – 2017 season 
 
The Society played in nine matches this season and held the Annual Tour, this year to Dorset. 
In addition thirteen past players upheld the honour of the English against our friendly rivals from Dax 
in France.  
 
The first match was an inaugural four team competition comprising past players from Bath, Bristol, 
Gloucester and Stroud, played on the charming and slightly eccentric Minchinhampton Old Course.  
 
Our regular, early season match at Henbury Golf Club is a triangular including Bristol PP. Subsequent 
fixtures were v Gloucester PP at Bath Golf Club; v Northampton PP at the Vale of Evesham Club; 
then v Bristol PP (again) at Saltford GC; v Harlequins PP at Clandon Regis GC and then v Leicester 
PP at Vale of Evesham. The two final fixtures were v Exeter PP at Yeovil GC and v Gloucester PP at 
the spectacular Stinchcombe Hill GC.  
 
 
 



 
 

Our results have been somewhat mixed, but we have definitely embraced the spirit of “it’s not the 
winning that matters but the taking part”. We get to play on a variety of beautiful courses against many 
old friends and rivals from our rugby playing days. The banter and reminiscing at the post match 
meals always rounds off a very enjoyable day.  
 
The 31st Autumn Tour in late September was held at a new venue, The Dorset Golf and Country 
Club. After 12 years at Trevose in Cornwall it was decided it was time for a change. Trevose had set 
the bar very high in terms of the course, the facilities and the food but the new venue stood up well to 
the test by 13 of Bath’s best.  
 
There were three new tourists in the differing forms of John Horton, Malcolm Lloyd and Nigel 
Gaymond – good to have new if not younger blood! Nigel had the temerity to win the coveted Tour 
Pot at the first time of asking as well as winning the less coveted TM Trophy on Sunday morning 
partnering Charlie Ralston who had made the trip over from his new home in France. Philip Hall will 
be reviewing Nigel’s handicap for next year! It all turned out to be another enjoyable and successful 
weekend. Next year’s venue will be announced in the New Year but the dates will be the 21st-23rd 
September 2018.  
 
Fielding sides for some of these matches has been more difficult this year, partly due to long-term 
injuries to some of our regulars. Phil Hall and John Monahan maintained their fitness to play in all 
nine matches and Alan Waterson only missed one. 
 
A total of 23 Past Players played in one or more matches, but the Golf Society needs new and younger 
recruits.  
 
Come on guys! Please contact John Monahan by email john.monahan@cms-group.co or by phone 
(07836590194).  
John Monahan  
 
Trip to Dax: June 2017 
 
This year we did not stay in Dax but moved to a hotel in Hossegor, as most of the Dax members are 
retired and have largely moved to live on the coast. This greatly reduced the travelling each day, as 
all the golf courses are situated either in Hossegor or very close by. In fact this year we played our 
golf at the same courses as at our first visit, some 20 years before, namely Seignosse, Hossegor 
and Moleits.  
 
Our team of 13 included two ‘virgin’ tourists to France, namely Fred Psyk and Mike Curling, who 
quickly settled into the rythmn of things. Our hotel in Hossegor, the Mercedes, is run by Olivier 
Roumat- holder of 50 plus caps for France in the 80s- and his charming and very efficient wife. This 
suited our needs perfectly, complete with swimming pool and Sky TV, which enabled us to watch two 
of the British and Irish Lions matches in New Zealand during our stay.  
 
The weather was perfect, quite the best we’ve had in France, and the golf and the restaurants very 
enjoyable. We just managed to regain THE CUP, by drawing the important match three games to 
three, courtesy of the ‘away team’ rule!  
Next year the DAX team will be here in Bath during the first week in June. In general they are slightly 
younger than us, but ironically seem to require more buggies than we do. Not quite sure what that 
proves!  
 
Geoff Frankcom  
 
 



 
 

 
 

Past Players Reunions 2017 
 

We’ve had two reunions, since the last Newsletter, as the 2016/17 season Reunion was on 21st 
January this year. This was held on the day Bath played their European Challenge Cup match v Pau, 
due to a late decision by BT to televise and switch the intended Bath v Gloucester fixture to a Friday 
night. The 2017/18 season reunion in October was paired with the Bath Rugby v Worcester 
Premiership Rugby A League match. With understandably low turnout for the Pau match, we were 
delighted at the great support for the 7th October event, when some 100 Past Players enjoyed Bath 
Rugby’s win against Worcester. We all spent many entertaining and enjoyable hours meeting new 
friends and reminiscing with all, in our separate marquee, with excellent food and copious liquid 
refreshment available, before and after the match.  
 
Our numbers included two Past Players from the 2000’s and I know that John Gould and Patrick 
Johnson both enjoyed the whole day, meeting many Past Players from different eras at the Club. I’m 
sure they will encourage more of their contacts to join them for the next Reunion.  
 
Mike Beese, hosting the Reunion as Tricky was off cycling somewhere (there’s a surprise), paid tribute 
to Geoff Pillinger and passed on the thanks from his wife Kate, for all the kind messages and thoughts 
she had received from Past Players, and saying how Geoff would return from every Reunion, elated, 
beaming and full of stories of the day and memories shared. We all honoured Geoff’s memory with 
applause and raised a glass. Yet again we are grateful for the support of Bath Rugby, for laying this 
on for us, and thanks in particular to Matt Powell and colleagues before and during the Reunion for 
the set up and service. We should all also be grateful for the time and effort, each year, by Roger 
Elliott and Lynne in coordinating the responses and tickets.  
 
We hope to see even more of you at the next Reunion.  
 
Mike Beese  

Recreation Ground - Stadium Development Update 

As you know, this is a complex project which is hugely important for the Club, for our supporters and 
for the city; it is important we get it right. It is for this reason, that for much of 2017 we have been 
focused on listening to the thoughts, hopes and concerns of a number of key stakeholders, including 
local residents, core supporters and city and wider representatives regarding redevelopment at the 
Rec.  

The outputs from this ‘pre-design listening’ consultation phase have been captured in a document 
which forms an important milestone ahead of commencing the formal design process. We expect to 
publish the ‘Exploring the Opportunity’ document at the end of November and we will then appoint the 
lead architect and commence the design process in the New Year. 

We have also been working hard behind the scenes developing a dedicated stadium development 
project website which will also be publicly available on the same day. This website will be regularly 
updated and will provide all the latest news and information relating to the project. In addition, it will 
also provide a place to send feedback directly to our stadium development leadership team, should 
you wish to do so. We believe there is an opportunity to create something exceptional in the heart of 
Bath, something which we can all be a part of and which we can all be incredibly proud of. A place 
that reflects our ambitions for the future and respects and celebrates our past. 

A good source of information on this project continues to be the website: www.stadiumforbath.com 

Tarquin McDonald (Bath Rugby – Chief Executive) 



 
 

Bath Rugby Past Players database 

If you haven’t already sent your contact details to Mark Wenban or the Heritage Team please 
do so asap 
 
If you received this Newsletter by post but can receive by email (or do so in future) please email:- 
mark.wenban@bathrugby.com and the Heritage Project Team:- bathrugbyheritage@gmail.com with 
your email address and provide the requested information. While we will continue to provide 
Newsletters and other communication by post for a while, this is very costly in terms of time and 
printing costs etc – a print run as small as ours is disproportionally expensive. Our aim is, therefore, 
to completely electronic before too long.  

Your help and co-operation in achieving this will be much appreciated. 

If you still have no email address that could be used then please cut out and post the information back 
to Mark Wenban: Bath Rugby, Farleigh House, Farleigh Hungerford, Bath BA2 7RW. 

All – if your personal contact details change in the future then please provide an update. 

All – to help us swell the number of Past Players on our database please email or post this to any 
past player, particularly those players from the 1980s, 1990s, 2000s and even later, who you think 
might not be aware of the Bath Rugby Past Players. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Bath Rugby Past Players - Database form  

Please copy and email to:- 

 mark.wenban@bathrugby.com ; bathrugbyheritage@gmail.com 

Name:                                             Email address: 

Facebook/Twitter/Linkedin address: 

Postal address:    

                                                                                  

Telephone:  Home ……………………… Mobile …………………………………..  

When did you play for Bath Rugby and what teams did you play in?  

………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………….. 
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