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A note from Bath Rugby President - David Trick 

 
I’m making the assumption the majority of readers played in the amateur era. If this was the case 
for you, would you rather have played in the current era (apart from the obvious, you’d be 30 years 
younger!) or when you did? 
 
I seem to remember training sessions (two evenings per week apparently) always had an element 
of ‘creating space.’ Little did we know how much we had. When you look at the modern game, space 
seems to be at a premium. When you add this to the sheer physicality of the game in the 21st century 
and the full time training, previews, reviews, rehabilitation, analysis and lack of beers, I think I’m 
happy to have played when I did! 
 
I do have some concern for the well being of today’s players as they enter their middle age. Off the 
top of my head I can think of John Hall (two new knees) Simon Jones (three new hips) and Simon 
Halliday (numerous ankle operations). These operations undoubtedly resulted from their 
involvement in the great game. I dread to think about the future state of some of the players who 
have played in recent years! 
 
Plus, and this is a big plus for anyone who ever went on a Bath tour, we definitely knew how to have 
fun on and off the pitch. Choose the destination wisely, Florida, Boston, Far East, Canada (with the 
exception of Fraser Valley!) and the rugby was not too challenging, whilst the off field celebrating 
was epic.  
 
I guess I’d like the money but overall, I’m pleased I played in ‘my era.’ 
 
So many MEMORIES. Happy days boys. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Some of the guests at the recent Bath Legends evening – 

wonder what they all looked like at the end of the night! 

Steve Richards joins the Bath Rugby award winners with the 

Spirit of Rugby Award presented posthumously to Geoff Pillinger 



 
 

 
Heritage Project Update from Steve Richards 

 
We continue to make slow & steady progress on adding to the Archive, thanks to our core team 
members - Brian Jenkins; Mike Curling; Barry Cleeve; John Carter; Geoff Frankcom; John Kimberley 
& Steve Richards. We are now effectively up to date with the Home programmes and now have a 
definitive list of those "missing" - obviously from the earlier years. The photo library continues to 
expand, as does the match reports section. John Carter is doing a great job on converting old videos 
to the new Social Media formats and Brian Jenkins is pulling together a great library of anecdotes. 
Now the home programmes are almost there, we're starting on the Away programmes that we have 
as it didn't matter where you pulled on a Bath shirt - it was still a game in the Blue, Black & White! 
We continue to receive new material and would ask for patience as we are only a small team and 
(very) part time! 

Meanwhile, the following ex-players inadvertently continue to keep us in coffee and doughnuts - 
much as we like seeing the “Doughnut Fund” replenished, it is time that you cancelled your old 
Standing Order/Direct Debit to BOPA - as membership is now free!! 

R.Walkey; B.Richman; P.Hall; P.Hillyard; G.Frankcom;J.Pedder; S.Halliday; J.Thomas; K.Neale; 
R.Hakin; P.Brown; M.Greensides; C.Ralston; D.Hinchley; J.Jacobsen; B.Toogood; B.Cundy; P.De 
Glanville; P.Fryatt; B.Gillow; T.Horlick; S.Knight; T.Mason; D.Protheroe; D.Hancock; C.Smith & 
M.Davidson! 

 
Bath Rugby Lives 

 
This is the second of a series of articles produced by Jon Donovan, a freelance rugby writer, for the 
Rugby Paper. We have their permission to reprint these articles and thank them for their contribution 
to this, and future newsletters. 
 

  Not many people have played first team rugby for Bath, Bristol and Gloucester. I 

can only think of myself, Alistair Saverimutto and Alex Brown. While all three clubs have their own unique 

qualities, I enjoyed my time at all immensely. 

To join Bath when they were still in their pomp was incredible. I remember playing in a United (2nds) 
game where I was the only non-capped player in the team such was the quality of players around 
me. Dawesy (Graham Dawe) was very much first-choice but, at 20 years of age, I still got to sit on 
the bench in the 1996 Cup final at Twickenham.   

The game was ever-changing at that time and incredibly exciting. I played in both the Bath v Wigan 
cross-code challenge games and I’ve never seen a bunch of blokes look so worried or as quiet 
before the Maine Road game when we took them on at Rugby League. In fact, the second of those 
games was my last at prop before I moved to hooker. 

Mark Regan’s arrival from Bristol prompted my departure from Bath. Andy Robinson brought him on 
the back of the Lions tour and I realised there wasn’t going to be much opportunity for me so, at the 

My Life in Rugby by Neil McCarthy 

The former England, Bath, Gloucester & Bristol hooker 

 



 
 

second time of asking, I signed for Richard Hill at Gloucester. There were four of us – myself, Audley 
Lumsden, Steve Ojomoh and Ian Sanders – who made the switch and it took a while for the Shed 
faithful to take to us because, in their eyes, we were ‘Barff boys.’ I suppose it didn’t help that we still 
lived in Bath and travelled up together by car. 

Gloucester were probably 18 months behind Bath in that transition from the amateur to the 
professional era but things were starting to change. When I arrived at Kingsholm, 20 years ago this 
summer, Hilly had signed the likes of Philippe Saint-Andre and Richard Tombs to add some 
international experience to a group of largely local players. John Brain was a very good forwards 
coach and got the best out of me in terms of my set-piece work.  

Packing down against Bath as a Gloucester player was pretty intense and a bit odd, because I’d 
spent a lot of time with guys like John Mallett and Kevin Yates. Winning away at Toulon was right up 
there too as a standout memory. I fell out of favour when Philippe took over from Hilly so I didn’t 
hesitate when an opportunity arose to go to Bristol. We had some very gifted players under Dean 
Ryan and probably under-achieved in all honesty. Ironically, we lost to Gloucester in the Zurich 
Championship Final, a precursor to the play-off final that we know today. 

As for England, I never considered myself a test player but I did win three caps, a figure that would 
probably have been 10-15 these days given that front-row replacements are commonplace. I played 
in two Six Nations and was on the bench on several more occasions including the game at Wembley 
when Scott Gibbs denied us the title. The noise was unbelievable, it was like being at a rock concert. 
I also went to the 1999 World Cup in between but didn’t get any game time. I think there was five us 
who played five-a-side football for most of the tournament.  

My final year at Bristol ended in disappointment. We were relegated and I’d played no part in the 
season from September onwards due to a bad knee injury. I spent my final season as a professional 
up at Orrell in the old First Division but by Christmas it was clear my knee was knackered and I 
needed to retire. I studied and then coached at Bath University before getting involved with Leicester. 
I spent six years with the Tigers overseeing their academy programme, helping to bring through the 
likes of Manu Tuilagi, before taking up a similar role with my former club Gloucester.  

Nowadays, I’m the Performance Pathway and Talent Manager for the British Bobsleigh & Skeleton 
Association. It’s great to be back in Bath and working in an Olympic sport. 

Neil McCarthy in conversation with Jon Donovan 
 

Social Media Updates – News from Wayne Davis 

There’s been very little chat from the past players on the social networks in the last few months (or 
little that is repeatable in print!). After the success of the last old Spartans/United get together, it was 
hoped another unofficial reunion might take place at the Bath Races this summer but other 
commitments have interfered with that intention. 

Instead, it is now planned that a motley crew of the Spartans/United players will assemble for drinks, 
banter and bonhomie on Saturday 10th November to watch the England vs New Zealand game 
(perhaps in the Avon clubhouse again) before wandering off into town for a few more “light 
refreshments” in the evening. The more the merrier so “watch this space” on the Bath Past Players 
Facebook group or contact Wayne Davis for more details nearer the time. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Past Players Reunions 2018 & 2019 

A large group of past players enjoyed the last Reunion back in October as Bath produced an 
excellent performance with a bonus point 29-13 win at the Rec against Worcester Warriors. With 
perfect weather for both watching and playing rugby and with a dedicated marquee for our use 
before and after the match, it proved a great opportunity to catch up with old team mates for a pie, 
a pint and a natter. 

Plans for next season’s Reunion are still being finalised and, once details are known, these will be 
communicated so that we can enjoy another get together at the Rec. 

 
Obituaries 

 
Sadly, since the last newsletter, we've lost the following former players to the Pantheon of the "Bath 
Immortals Squad" 
 
• Colin Gale - December 2017 
• John Flagg - February 2018 
• Tony Brooks - March 2018 
• Angus Meek - April 2018 

•       Kelvin Neale – June 2018 

Looking Forward to 2018-19 Season - Todd Blackadder (Director of Rugby) 

It’s been somewhat of a rollercoaster ride this season with the highs of Saracens, Leicester and 
Toulon earlier in the campaign compared to a more frustrating and indifferent period after Christmas.  

We are well aware that the performances haven’t matched up with the fantastic support we’ve had 
this season. This will be addressed in the off-season, and there are a number of changes as 
explained in Tarquin’s note that will support our ambition to be competing at the highest level on all 
fronts. 

Whilst there is a sense of disappointment, we are really excited about the journey ahead. We have 
all the foundations in place - it’s now just about piecing that together and delivering consistently on 
the field. 

Not a bad United team from back in the day with just the 8 

internationals on show! How many can you spot? 

Some past players watching local rugby - Bert Meddick, Chris 

Perry & Dave Flower with Clive Book, Steve Bird & others at Avon 



 
 

I am delighted in particular to welcome Girvan Dempsey into the coaching team for 2018/19. He will 
be a great addition to the group, and we expect him to help us unlock our fearsome backline potential 
which is something I am sure you will all look forward to seeing at the Rec next season. He will feed 
into our planning for 2018/19 and he will be with us throughout the pre-season as we build up to 
what we hope is a flying start to the 2018/19 campaign.   

The squad will be bolstered by the likes of Jamie Roberts, Joe Cokanasiga and Jackson Willison, 
who will provide added depth and experience to the back line. Jamie’s record speaks for itself – he’s 
been involved in two British and Irish Lions tours and won nearly 100 caps for Wales, so I have no 
doubt that he’s going to have an immediate impact for the Club.   

The squad will be in a really strong place with the likes of Semesa Rokoduguni, Francois Louw, Sam 
Underhill, Nathan Catt and Taulupe Faletau among those who will get a pre-season under their belts 
after missing a considerable part of the season through injury. Whilst we’ve missed a number of high 
profile players, it’s been really pleasing to see the likes of Beno Obano, Zach Mercer, Tom Dunn 
and Josh Bayliss continue their rise in the first team. We have a number of promising players coming 
through the system, and with the work Andy Rock and his team are doing in the Academy, there is 
a bright future for the Club.  

Our last two games against Gloucester and London Irish indicated the potential of this group, and if 
we can sustain that over the course of the season, we can be a match for anyone. What was really 
important was that we secured Champions Cup rugby, which is what all the supporters deserve. We 
know it hasn’t been a vintage year, but we are determined to repay that support in 2018/19. 
 

   

 

 

Behind the Scenes with Chief Executive Tarquin McDonald 

From a management review of last season, various themes emerged around our attack, injuries and 
psychology and we also see opportunities in terms of scouting new talent. We have invested 
significant time and effort in determining how best to respond in each of these key areas as is 
evidenced by a number of significant new appointments. 

• Girvan Dempsey has been appointed as Attack Coach, fresh from his coaching role at 
Leinster and Champions Cup success. Girvan thinks deeply about the game, he also demonstrates 
fantastic abilities as a practitioner of coaching, he has experience of what it takes to win both as a 
player and as a coach, and he brings excellent knowledge having worked with the likes of Joe 
Schmidt, Michael Cheika and Stuart Lancaster.  

Off-field Hall of Fame sees new 2018 inductees – Peter Hall, 

Richard Seaman, Dave Robson (posthumously) & Tom Hudson 

Recently spotted the Rec – perhaps a “hall of infamy!” 



 
 

• Pierre Broncan is also warmly welcomed to Bath from Toulouse where he held the role of 
Head of Recruitment for the last three seasons, along with coaching responsibilities for attack and 
defence. Pierre’s role will include scouting young and new talent in England and other territories, 
strategic analysis around game trends, and involvement in the coaching and preparation of our A 
League team, thus enabling Stuart Hooper to focus solely on our senior squad. 

• With injuries becoming an ever more significant part of the sport, we have decided to bring a 
fresh perspective by the appointment of a new Head of Medical and Rehabilitation. 

• Finally, we are also focused on appointing a dedicated Sports Psychologist to provide support 
for the players as individuals and for the teams collectively, as well as to support the coaching staff.  

Off the pitch, we’ve made great strides with the new stadium and to secure the Club’s future in the 
heart of our city. We look forward to sharing emerging designs in the near future. It is our intention 
that the new stadium is a brilliant new home for Bath Rugby that we are all proud of, and that it 
contributes to amateur sporting participation and a broader community legacy. We intend to submit 
a final design for planning approval before the end of the year and we will be consulting with various 
groups and the city throughout this process.    

Bath Past Players Golf Society Summary from John Monahan  
 

 
 
Thunder, lightning and rain brought a halt to the recent fixture with Bristol Past Players at Henbury 
Golf Club. Our match with Exeter Past Players in early May resulted in a narrow victory for the 
opposition, despite the winning performances of Messrs. Hall, Perry and Thompson. 
 
We have just welcomed the team from Dax (see above photo for combined Bath/Dax golfers) for our 
annual series of  matches, including the fiercely contested Challenge Cup, at Bath Golf Club. Geoff 
Frankcom’s fluent French was supported by Franglais from the rest of the team and the evening 
singing was, of course, led by John Rees in his inimitable style. For the record, Bath pulled off a 
memorable 6-1 victory on the course – and as for the singing, who knows! 
 
There are several other matches lined up for the remaining part of our golf season with fixtures 
against the past players from Gloucester, Bristol, Quins and Leicester. The Autumn Tour, organised 
by Tony Mason, is this year to be staged at the magnificent St Pierre Golf & Country Club. 


